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Settling In at the Mission  by Ben Hayes 

Greetings, 

Our second month in Malawi has now come and gone.  
It seems strange; we were in the U.S.A. only two 

months ago and it feels like half a year has passed. 
 Anyhow, we are continuing to adapt to the life and culture 
here.  Becca’s cooking skills are broadening by the day, as 
she creatively comes up with new dishes. Both of us are 
improving on speaking the Chichewa language and trying to 
work our way past the simple greetings. 

The largest event of the past month was the 50th Year 
Celebration of the Namikango Mission.  The event was held 
at Chancellor College in the city of Zomba, August 10th – 
12th.  With around 500 people attending, church leaders 
from all over Malawi. This was one of the larger events 
Namikango has ever hosted.  Praise be to God! The 
weekend was indeed blessed with worship and teaching, 
with the graduation of 11 students, along with recognition of 
60 graduates dating all the way back to the 1960s.  

After receiving diplomas on the big stage, the men 
stepped down to receive another special gift: a hug from 
their wives.  This public display of affection was a very rare 
event in Malawi because their culture typically frowns on 
any PDA. But this was special; it surely added a touch of 
joy and beauty to the occasion. 

We were blessed to have B. Shelburne, his son David, 
and friend Patty Schulz with us during this time as well. 
 Having one of the first missionaries at Namikango present 
for this celebration was a highlight of the weekend.  

I was blessed to watch Uncle B. interact with the 
people, speaking Chichewa so easily, and re-kindling old 

friendships from years back.  His being there also seemed 
to create the perfect setting to initiate me and my family into 
the work, having both old and new missionaries in one 
place with so many people present.  This was very special. 

As for the rest of the month, we’ve continued to make 
visits to many different village churches, encouraging them 
to continue walking in the way of Jesus.   

We recently visited 39 congregations in one day.    This 
was not to preach but to hand out clothes to families in 
each congregation who were the most poverty stricken. It 
was a rewarding experience for all those involved.  

These clothes were a donation from the Malawi Project, 
which is the organization from which we receive most of the 
goods we store in our warehouse until distribution time. 
They also provide medical supplies for our Maternity Clinic.  
We appreciate our partnership with them so much.  

Also, we have been blessed to have Ron Pottberg with 
us from World Bible School.  He is here on a 2 week stay 
recruiting students and encouraging leaders in Southern 
Malawi, before heading up to the Northern region. 
 Namikango has had a longtime relationship with World 
Bible School, dating back to 1985. One of our staff 
members serves as the National Coordinator for WBS in 
Malawi. We handle all the WBS mail (student lessons) that 
comes and goes in Malawi, as well as recruiting students, 
and organizing student follow-up visits when requested. 

We are continually grateful for your support and 
prayers. Your generous financial contributions are 
necessary, whether large or small, to keep this work going.  
And your prayers . . . your prayers are our lifeblood. Please 
include us in your daily petition to our Lord. 

Please visit our website for photos and more info.  
www.missionmalawi.org 
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Let’s Get Acquainted  
I would like to give you a brief look into the lives of just a 

few of the students in training at Namikango Bible School.  
Let’s get acquainted with the men you are helping with 

your support. 
Three of these five men (Innocent, Brighton, and Prince) 

come from Northern Malawi.  It is quite a distance to come all 
this way to the southern region to study, so it shows the 
dedication and desire these men have to study God’s Word.  
Each course lasts for three weeks, followed by a week off, 
and then another 3-week course and so on.  While many 
students are able to travel home for the one week break, 
these three men are not, due to the cost and distance of 
making the trip.  So you can see why I am impressed with the 
determination of these young men. 

Innocent Nyasulu is one of our outstanding students - 
both spiritually and academically.  He is the furthest along in 
his studies (3rd year) of these five, with just one year 
remaining, and is already being recruited by several churches 
near his home to return as their preacher once he finishes 
here.  Even though he is 30 years old, he is relatively young 
for a preacher here.  People are attracted by his knowledge 
of Scripture and his Christ-like spirit. He is a straight-A 
student, always finishing in the top of his class. Innocent is 
also responsible for bringing the other two students from the 
North (Brighton and Prince) to the Bible School.  Prince had 
been in prison, where Innocent, along with some others, 
conducted studies with him while he was there.  After he was 
released, Innocent encouraged him to come to Namikango 
for more studies.  One evening I saw Prince as he was 
walking. He was not watching where he was going since he 
was reading his Bible as he walked.  I visited with him and he 
showed me the Bible he was reading and wished only that it 
had more foot notes, so that he could learn even more.  
Prince is in his 1st year, and Brighton in his second. Both are 
doing well in their studies.  Brighton preached at our local 

church here in Thondwe last Sunday and demonstrated good 
understanding of the scriptures with his message. 

Devile is a young man with great potential.  He is another 
‘A’ student, with a great desire to learn.  I have had several 
deep conversations with him, and it is evident that he is 
pursuing not just knowledge about God, but pursuing God 
himself.  He also speaks and understands English very well, 
which opens the door for greater learning due to the 
availability of resources in English, as compared to the local 
language, Chichewa.  Devile comes from the Central region 
of Malawi, which also is commendable, as he also has some 
distance to travel. 

Lastly, I’d like to introduce you to Collins; he is one of our 
slightly older students.  He was a local preacher in the region 
near the Mission.  After being a preacher for some time, he 
decided that he needed more knowledge to adequately 
speak the Word of God to the people, and so he has come to 
Namikango.  He has a kind, humble spirit, and is also doing 
well in his first year of studies. 

Again, we are very grateful for your support that makes 
these studies possible.  Please continue praying for these 
men, and realize that these are just a few of the students 
here at Namikango, then, multiply this by 17. There are 17 
other Study Centres where we conduct similar ongoing 
studies for six months each year.  The Word of God is being 
taught to a host of young men who one day will be sharing 
this Good News with many others.  These men, along with a 
few women, are doing more than gaining knowledge of the 
Bible, they are getting to know Christ more intimately. They 
are truly learning to walk with Jesus.  Pray for these students 
and also for their families as they have to be away for long 
periods of time. 

The Lord bless you for your involvement in His work here 
in Malawi, and may He bless you in your work locally also. 
      Ben 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The Boy and the Bucket  by Ben Hayes  

Before serving communion at church, the men came to the front of 
the congregation to wash their hands; each taking turns pouring the 
water over the hands of others. The water fell into a bucket located next 
to the podium. It was the first time I had ever seen this, and I thought it 
interesting because it reminded me of Jesus washing the disciples’ feet 
just before the Passover meal.  I thought about it for a pleasant 
moment...then forgot about the washing as the service went on.  

We all took bread followed by watered-down grape juice for the cup. 
It was thinned so there would be enough to go around.  The communion 
service itself can last 30 or 40 minutes.  Today was no different.  That is, 
until we came to the end.  

The bucket and cup used for washing the servers’ hands were still 
sitting there.  As the service came to a close, a small boy walked to the 
front and quickly moved to the bucket of water, took the cup, and turned 
to face all of us as he began to drink the filthy water, his eyes peering at 
us as he drank.  

I was sitting on the front row, four or five feet from the scene.  I 
wanted to say, "Give this boy a clean drink of water!"  But I didn’t; I only 
sat there and watched.  The boy finished his drink, turned and 
disappeared into the audience.  It was then that I remembered I had a 
half-filled bottle of water in my bag.  Ashamed, I sat looking at the bottle 
– wishing I had done something.  

I know this may have been a regular occurrence, and the boy 
probably won't even get sick because his body is so used to such water. 
But all the same, I couldn't shake the feeling that I should have done 
something.  I looked for the boy after the service ended, but saw no sign of 
him.  It was one of those moments I will never forget.  I've seen poverty 

before in many places.  But for some 
reason, in the church like this, it was 
different. 

Jesus says, "Whoever gives you a 
cup of water in my name will certainly 
not lose his reward" (Mk. 9:41).  It is 
amazing that such a simple, small 
act can carry so much power.  

As I think about this, it 
makes me realize my need all 
the more for God’s guidance 
through the Holy Spirit.  How 
else will we be able to 
recognize these moments 
and be ready for them? 
There is often only a 3- or 4-
second window to make a 
decision and to act. After that, 
the opportunity is gone, just like 
this little boy quickly 
disappeared. 

I want to draw closer to God and to the Holy Spirit so I can be aware of 
where God is moving. I want to be aware of the Spirit’s moving in my life and 
in the lives of others.  

And, perhaps, next time when God presents one of those flashing 
chances to become a little more like Jesus, I will be ready, even if it just 
means giving a child a cup of clean water. 
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